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Foreword

On visiting the enormously popular “HOKUSAI UPDATED?” exhibition in Tokyo in March 2019, | hoped that those in
Nagata Seiji’s birthplace would also have the chance to appreciate the wonders of the Nagata Collection. Now | am
delighted to say that wish has come to pass, with the staging of “Hokusai - Treasures from the Nagata Collection.”

Fascinated by Hokusai from an early age, in 1990 Nagata Seiji opened the Tsuwano Katsushika Hokusai
Museum of Art on the site of his family home, in his birthplace of Tsuwano. Here, until the museum closed in 2015,
he displayed the works he had collected with such unwavering dedication over the decades, in the process also
contributing significantly to Tsuwano’s burgeoning profile as a tourist destination.

When, having for many years made the journey tirelessly to and from his own home some distance away, and
the museum, he began to find the traveling a strain on his health and decided to close the museum, Mr. Nagata offered
to donate the building and land to the town of Tsuwano. At the time, our application to have our story “Tsuwano
Then and Now: Exploring the Town of Tsuwano through the One Hundred Landscapes of Tsuwano” recognized by
Japan Heritage was pending, so we altered our plans in order to use the former museum building as a Japan Heritage
Center, which in turn became a major factor in the town being honored with Japan Heritage accreditation in the first
year. As well as being grateful for Mr. Nagata’s deep affection for his hometown, | look forward to actively maintaining
his legacy, and continuing to strive for the advancement of Tsuwano as a nexus of Japanese culture and history.

As part of this, | also hope that as many people as possible will take this opportunity to view the outstanding col-
lection of Nagata Seiji, a great scholar who devoted his life to Katsushika Hokusai, and a great citizen of Tsuwano as well.
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